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God's Answer To Sin 
The Bible speaks specifically and definitely about 
sin. Generalities and vague references are eliminated 
when the inspired Old and New Testament writers talk 
about evil. One writer remarks, "It might even be said 
that in the Bible man has only two theological concerns 
involving himself: his sin and his salvation." (p. 361, 
"Sin," S. J. DeVries, Interpreter's Dictionary, IV.) No-
tice the directness of the words we now read from 
Proverbs, chapter 6: "There are six things which 
Jehovah hateth; yea, seven which are an abomination 
unto him: haughty eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that 
shed innocent blood; a heart that deviseth wicked pur-
poses, feet that are swift in running to mischief, a false 
witness that uttereth lies, and he that soweth discord 
among brethren." 1 (Proverbs 6:16-19). 
The New Testament is just as emphatic when 
dealing with sin and its reality in our lives. There were 
Christians at Corinth who before leaving sin were 
"fornicators, idolaters, adulterers, effeminate, abusers 
of themselves with men, thieves, covetous, drunkards, 
revilers, extortioners." Paul states, "And such were 
1 All Biblical quotations are taken from the American Standard Version unless 
otherwise indicated. 
some of you: but ye were washed, but ye were sancti-
fied, but ye were justified in the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and in the Spirit of our God" (I Corinthi-
ans 6:9-11). 
In the New Testament book of Ephesians we are 
instructed, "that no fornicator, nor unclean person, nor 
covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance 
in the kingdom of Christ and God" (Ephesians 5:5). 
The last chapter of Revelation pictures those who will 
not enjoy eternity in Heaven. "Without (the gates of 
the eternal city) are the dogs, and the sorcerers, and 
the fornicators, and the murderers, and the idolaters, 
and every one that loveth and maketh a lie" (Revela-
tion 22 :15). 
Sin cannot be dismissed and its reality eliminated 
by our refusal to think about it. Although we attempt 
to ignore the crippling effects of our bondage to sin, 
it nevertheless remains destructively real for every 
man. Our Lord taught, "Verily, verily, I say unto you. 
Every one that committeth sin is the bondservant of 
sin" (John 8:34). 
The message I bring you today from God's word 
is one of deliverance from sin, real guiltlessness, and 
the true freedom which every man can know through 
God's redemptive w·ork in Christ, "in whom we have our 
red~mption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace" 
(Ephesians 1 :7). 
We first ask, "What is sin?" Throughout the Old 
Testament three terms are employed regarding evil in 
our lives. In Exodus 34 we learn of God, "merciful and 
gracious, slow to anger, and abundant in lovingkindness 
and truth; keei:;ing lovingkindness for thousands, for-
giving iniquity and transgression and sin; and that 
will by no means clear the guilty ... " Exodus 34 :6, 
7). "Iniquities" as an Old Testament word suggests 
"unashamed misdeeds" or "perversion." "Transgres-
sions" in this and other texts indicates "acts of rebel-
lion" against God and "voluntary sin" which man 
consciously commits. "Sins" points to "unwitting of-
fences" with the connotation of "missing one's aim." 
"The Old Testament as a whole teaches that sin denotes 
abnormal behavior, from the point of view of both law 
and theology" (p. 19, Quell, Gottfried, Georg Bertram, 
Gustav Stahlin, and Walter Grundman, "Sin," Bible Key 
Words, III Trs. J. R. Coates). Isaiah mentions all three 
terms just noticed and suggests of the sinner's true 
actions, "transgressing and denying Jehovah, and turn-
ing away from following our God, speaking oppression 
and revolt, conceiving and utt ering from the heart 
words of falsehood" (Isaiah 59: 12, 13) . 
The Old Testament further reveal s that sin is a 
universal ccnditions (I Kings 8 :46 ; Isa iah 53 :6), an af, 
fliction or total calamity (Isaiah 53 :4), the very essence 
of foolishness (Proverbs 24 :9), and that condition of 
heart and life for which each of us is individually and 
personally responsible (Ezekiel 18 :4, 20). 
Sin creates an impassable gulf between man and 
God. Sin is spiritual death or separation from God. 
The prophet Isaiah rightly observes "yo ur iniquities 
have separated between you and your God, and your 
sins have hid his face from you, so that he will not 
hear'' (Isaiah 59: 1, 2) . 
In the New Testament the Apostle Paul reveals 
that all men must bear the burden of their sins, "be-
cause that which is known of God is manifest in them; 
for God manifested it unto them . For the invisible 
things of him since the creation of the world are clearly 
seen, being perceived through the things that are made , 
even his everlasting power and divinity; that th ey may 
be without excuse; because that knowing God, they 
glorified him not as God, neither gave thanks; but be-
came vain in their reasonings, and their senseless heart 
was darkened" (Romans 1 :19-21). 
It has been said, "The pre-dominant concept ion of 
the nature of sin in the Bible is that of personal alie na .. 
tion from God" (p. 362, S. J. DeVries, op. cit.). 
The New Testament pictures sin as the assertion 
of one's selfish will against God's will (Romans 1 :19-
21). Sin causes men to turn aside from God's way and 
results in their falling short of God's nature and glory 
(Romans 3:23). The Apostle John concludes, "Every 
one that doeth sin doeth also lawless ness; and sin is 
lawlessness" (I John 3 :4). 
The true nature of sin and its pernicious influrnce 
on us is described in Ephesians ,. chapter two, where we 
read: "And you did he make alive, when ye were dead 
through your trespa sses and sins, wherein ye once 
walked according to the course of this world, according 
to th e princ e of th e powers of the air , of the spirit that 
now worketh in the sons of disobedience ; among whom 
we also all once lived in the lusts of our flesh, doing the 
desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature 
children of wrath, even as the rest: ... " (Ephesians 
2 :1-3). We sin by refusing the counsel of God and fol-
lowing instead the whims of our irr esponsible fles h 
(Romans 8 :6-9) . 
To answer the question, "What is sin ?" is to recog-
nize it s te rrible nature , it s corruptin g influ ence, and 
destructi ve quality . Yet, the Bible stres ses repeatedly 
the consequences of a life of sin . In many revea ling 
passages which accurately reflect our personal ex-
perience s with sin we are shown th e conditions and at -
titudes that r esult from such a manner of life . Th e 
book of Job , chapter four, verse 8, says, "According as 
I ha ve seen, they that plow iniquity , and sow t rouble, 
reap the same." 
Or ag ain in Pro verb s, at chapter twenty- t wo, we 
hea r , "He that soweth iniqui ty shall reap calamit y; 
and the rod of his wr ath shall fail" (Pr overb s 22 :8). 
In the New Testament it is Paul again who r eminds 
us of thi s universal rule, when he writes, "Be not de-
ceived; God is not mocked: for what soever a man 
soweth, that sha ll he also r eap. For he that soweth 
unto his own flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; 
but he that soweth un to the Spirit shall of the Spirit 
reap eternal life." (Galat ian s 6 :7, 8) . This principle is 
too fully evidenced in our lives to need further defense. 
It is a fundamental axiom of life - we reap what we 
sow! 
Isaiah describes th e inevitable fruits of evil in 
chapter fifty-nine of hi s prophecy . "J ust ice is far from 
us," he remarks, "a nd we walk in obscuri ty ." The sin-
ner gropes "as the y that have no eyes : we st umble at 
noonda y as in th e twilight. " Isa iah fur ther says that 
the evil doer's "transgres sions are mul tip lied" and that 
his "sins testify again st" him. The prophet speaks for 
all of us when he conclude s, "fo r our tr ansgressions are 
with us, and as for our iniquitie s, we know the m" 
(Isaiah 59 :9-13). 
Sin r esults in confu sion, misdirectio n, unr est, and 
anxi ety. The Bible pr oper ly observes , "But the wicked 
are like the troubled sea; for it cannot r est, and its 
waters cast up mire and dirt. Ther e is no peace, sa ith 
my God, to the wicked." (Isaiah 57 :20, 21). 
Sin produces a spiritu al instab ilit y that will with -
stand neither th e ravag es of life nor the tests of the 
judgm ent. The wicked, says th e Psa lmist, "are like the 
chaff which t he wind dri veth away. Therefore the 
wicked shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in 
the congr egation of th e righteous" (P salm 1 :4, 5). 
The final jud gment prophetically describ ed by J esus in 
Matt h ew's Gospel r eveals those stunne d by the sen-
te nce of Chri st, "Depa r t fr om me, ye cur sed, int o the 
de rn al fire which is pr epa red for t he devi l and 
his angels" (Matt hew 25 :41) . Th eir eternal pun ish -
ment was the direct result of their own self-direc ted 
and self-cen t er ed lives . (Matthe w 25 :41-46). 
But the fin al and eternal consequenc e of our sin~ 
is nowh ere picture d as it is in Revelation, chap te r 
twenty . Listen car efully and ponder your own condition: 
"And I saw a gr eat white thron e (J ohn declares) , and 
h im that sat upon it, from whose face the earth and 
the heaven fled away ; and ther e was found no place 
for them. And I saw th e dead , t he great an d the sma ll, 
st and ing befor e the t hrone; and books were opene d : 
and another book was opened , which is t he book of life : 
and the dead were judged out of the th ings which wer e 
wri t ten in the books , according to their works. And 
the sea gave up the dead that wer e in it; and dea th 
and Hade s gave up th e dead that were in them: and 
they were jud ged every man according to their work s. 
And death and Hades were cast into the lake of fir e. 
Th is is the second deat h, even th e lake of fir e. And 
if any was not found writt en in the book of li.fe, he 
was cast into the lake of fir e." (Revelat ion 20 :11-15) . 
Eterna l damna t ion, complete separ at ion from God and 
all that is pur e and holy, eternal hell, the second dea th 
- t hi s is the ultimate conclusion of sin in our lives. 
But God pr ovides an answ er to sin ! That is the 
mess age of this hour . We have spent muc h of our tim e 
sh owing sin's destru ct ive na t ur e. But all this sim ply 
ma kes God's concern and His answer of love all the 
more vital. Isa iah saw God's answ er in a person , and 
prop hesied , "But he was wound ed for our t ransgre ss ions, 
he was brui sed for our iniquiti es; the chastisement of 
our peace was upon him; and with his st ripes we are 
hea led" (l sa'iah 53 :5). Th e angel of God, announcing the 
virg in bir th of our Savio r to J oseph, said, "And sh e sh all 
bring forth a son; and tho u shalt call his nam e JES US; 
for it is he th at shall save hi s people fro m th eir sins" 
(Matthew 1 :21). 
Je sus demonstra ted His power over sin through His 
grea t mir acles and ind icated on one occasion th at t h is 
was th e reaso n for the m (Luk e 5 :22, 23). But in His 
death on t he cr oss, Je sus the Chr ist abolished, once for 
all, sin' s power. The author of the Ep ist le to th e He-
brews states, "but now once at the end of the age s 
hath he been man ifeste d to put away sin by the sacri -
fic e of hims elf" (Hebrews 9 :26) . J ohn the Bapt ist 
described Je sus as "the Lamb of God, that tak eth away 
th e sin of th e world!" (John 1 :29). 
The shed blood of Christ is the divinely appointed 
power that frees us from our sins. When ordaining the 
communion service or Lord's Supper, Jesus said of the 
cup, "this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured 
out for man y unto the remi ss ion of sins" (Matthew 
26:28). 
John tells us that Christ "loosed us from our sins 
by his blood'' (Revelation 1 :5). Christ, our high priest, 
unlike the Jewish high priest s, offered one final and 
continually effecti ve sacrifice for sins! "For such a 
high priest became us, holy, guilel ess, undefiled, separ-
ated from sinners, and made higher than the heaven s ; 
who needeth not daily, like those high priests to offer 
up sacrifices, first for his own sins, and then for the 
sins of the people : for this he did once for all, when he 
offered up himself" (Hebrews 7 :26, 27). 
The Apostle Paul us es a very significant phrase to 
describe the state of one fre ed fr om sin by the blood 
of Christ: We read it in Roman s 8 where the Apostle 
writes, "There is therefore now no condemn at ion to 
them that are in Christ Je sus" (Rom ans 8:1). To be 
"in Christ" is to have salvation, II Timothy 2 :10 teaches; 
and Paul says in another passage that "if any man is 
in Christ, he is a new creature" (II Corinthians 5:17). 
Toda y you can die to sin, be completely separated 
from every stain and guilt that spoils your life . The 
death of Christ that gives us this fre edom from the 
miseri es of sin can be made a part of your own life. 
Read the sixth chapter of Romans , in th~ New Testa-
ment, today! Belief in Christ as God's son and accep-
tance of Him as your Lord (Roman s 10:9, 10), coupl ed 
with your determined change of heart and life, prepares 
you for New Tes tament baptism , which according to 
Romans 6:1-6 unit es you with Christ, with His death 
for your sins, with the blood shed in His death, and 
with His resurrection to new life. All this brings you to 
the state of forgiven sin and "newness of life." 
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